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H I S T O R Y O F C A N A D A 

under which British subjects in that country were labouring, resulted 
in a declaration of war by the Republic. Sympathy with the Mother 
Country in a conflict on which she had entered most reluctantly, and 
which was being waged in a far-distant region under conditions of great 
disadvantage for the British forces, became so acute in Canada—as also 
in New Zealand and Australia—that the Government felt impelled to 
take a share in the struggle by sending Canadian troops to the scene of 
action. A first contingent of the Royal Canadian Regiment left 
Quebec in the steamer Sardinian on October 30,1899. Others followed, 
sailing from Halifax January 21, January 27, and February 21, 1900. 
Altogether 1,150 officers and men of this force were sent to South 
Africa. To these were added a detachment of 398 Mounted Rifles, 
one of Royal Canadian Dragoons, numbering 379, and an artillery corps 
of 539 officers and men. Over and above these Lord Strathcona sent 
out at his own expense a special mounted force of 597 officers and men. 
In all, 3,092 officers and men were despatched to South Africa in 1899-
1900. The Canadian troops did not fail to distinguish themselves 
by their bravery in the war, particularly in the battle of Paardeberg 
(February 27, 1900) in which the Boer general, Cronje, was forced to 
surrender. In 1901 there was a further enlistment in Canada of Mounted 
Rifles to the number of 900, at the expense of the Imperial Government, 
and also of 1,200 men for service in the South African constabulary. 

This practically brings up to date a record in briefest outline of 
the leading events of Canadian history that are not still matters of cur­
rent controversy. For more detailed particulars regarding recent 
events the reader may be referred to the notes in the Year Book since 
1905. In those volumes are also recorded statistically the extraordi­
nary economic progress of Canada which has marked the opening years 
of the twentieth century. The construction of new railways, the con­
stantly increasing tide of immigration from the United Kingdom, 
from the United States and from countries of the European continent, 
and the immense progress in all forms of production (agriculture, 
forestry, fisheries, mines and manufactures) have combined, within 
a relatively short period, to raise the Dominion of Canada to a position 
of real influence in the world's markets, and to show that the Canadian 
people are developing the splendid resources of their country with energy, 
persistence and success. 


